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moment when Romanist sovereigns drove out
the Jesuits, Frederick welcomed the fugitives as
harmless individuals, who could help to supply
one of the most pressing needs of the State by
instructing the common people.

The lack of qualified elementary teachers in Fred-
crick's dominions was attested by the fact that in
1763 an edict of educational reform in Silesia per-
mitted them to continue such employments as tail-
oring, but forbade them to eke out their incomes
by peddling, by selling beer or brandy, or by fid-
dling in public-houses. A counsel of despair had
been to set the worn-out sergeants to keep school.
Out of 3443 of them, however, only 79 were re-
ported by the military officials as possibly fit to
serve, and investigation by the civil authorities still
further reduced the number. Under such condi-
tions as these the influx of members of an order
which had long been famous for its schools was
regarded by the King as a boon to Prussia. To
grant them an asylum gratified his real love of
toleration, without in his opinion involving the
smallest peril to the allegiance of his subjects.

From time to time, however, Frederick was un-
pleasantly reminded of his insecurity. In the
summer of 1780, Austria secured a portion of the
Bavarian inheritance which it was beyond his power
to take away. In spite of all his diplomacy, the
mighty sees of Cologne and Munster fell into Haps-
burg hands. At this moment of triumph, Maria
Theresa died (November 29, 1780). " She has done
honour to her throne and to her sex," wrote